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Dalewood French Immersion Public School  
School Council Meeting  
September 19, 2017 
6:30 pm, Learning Commons  

 

Our Meeting Norms 
arrive on time  be kind, courteous and respectful  listen attentively (no sidebar conversations)  
speak one at a time  participate positively  keep to the agenda  start and end on time 

Attending:, Christina Atkinson (Chair), Kerri Rogers, Jennifer Tye, Gale Coskan-Johnson, Lori Barrett, Val 
deVries, Mert Coskan, Rebecca Hill, Pheobe Kang, Erin Cotton, Dave Herron, Bryan Mazurek, Jennifer 
Mazurek, Taylor Haynes, Jessica Fraser, Mamie Hurd, Becky Kalbfleisch, Lisa Holman, Brenda 
VanSlageran, Linda Bueckert, Gina Korosis, Carrissa Gracey, Julia Simatovic.  

Regrets: Jennifer Rekker, Jenn Leadley, Stacey Noonan, Judy White, Erin Tenhoeve, Barb Chatwin, Ronna 
Parkhouse, Lindsey Tweedle, Stefanie Theal, Carol-Lyn Davis, Cindy Forbes 

1. Welcome and introductions 
2. Old business and approval of last meeting’s minutes: Minutes Approved 
3. Elections: 

Two Co-Chair positions were opened up, the group voted and Christina Atkinson will remain Chair 
for 2017/18. Space was opened up for a new Vice Chair 2017/18.  

Discussion: Information was requested about how School Council works and Jen explained the 
purpose of the SC. Some time is spent on parent information sessions, some on alerting parents to 
policies, and some on fundraising. SC is an advising body rather than a policy body. Lori volunteered 
to be Vice Chair, the group voted and Lori Barrett is now Vice Chair 2017/18. From now on we will 
rotate the Secretary positions, so that at the end of each meeting, the next secretary will be 
selected (voted on and approved). Financial Officer 2017/18: Lisa Holman.  

Additional discussion: Val brought up the possibility that meetings could be made shorter by having 
fewer parent engagement sessions and there was discussion about how to both continue the 
education engagement (which is a Ministry requirement for school councils) as well as conducting 
an efficient meeting that will end on time. Jen also reiterated the distinction between “members” 
and “voting members” – if a voting member misses more than two meetings without sending 
regrets, they would be removed from the voting member role. The group voted to move from 5 to 
17 members on the list for voting, which changed Membership Article #4.    

4. PRO-grant Application: no school has heard yet about the grant applications—there were many 
more than usual.  

5. Financial Report: We have $6,101.69 remaining in the budget. Jen pointed out that there was a 
playground inspection which has resulted in approximately $2,000 in repairs that need to be done. 
We will look into alternative surfaces for the playground. Jen will forward possibilities to the board.  
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6. Principal’s Report: 

Indigo (Chapters) Adopt a School 

• September 16 – October 8, 2017 – Donate online or in the store. 

Events from summer and September 

• Electrical upgrade is almost complete.  Electricians are now working afternoons. 
• New foyer is looking good 
• New ceilings in hallways and classrooms 
• Elevator install to happen in the month of October 
• Lift to gym has been installed  
• Spirit Wear order for students – closes end of September 
• Picture Day was Monday, September 19 

Coming in October 

• Scholastic Book Fair – Week of September 25 
• Meet the Teacher – September 26 from 5-7 pm 
• WE Day – September 28 
• Ice Dogs Presentation – September 28 
• Orange T-Shirt Day – September 29 
• Camp Dalewood – date TBD 
• Dream Big Fundraiser - October 5 kick off assembly 
• PD Day – October 6 
• Camp Muskoka – October 16, 17, 18 
• MAD Science presentation – October 20 
• Ice Dogs Game – October 21 
• Picture retake day - October 23 
• School Bus Safety Training – October 23 
• Character Education Assemblies - October 27  
• School Travel Planning – continuing this year 

Sports 

• Cross Country – September 27, October 4 
• Junior and Intermediate Soccer – September 22; October 3 
• Intermediate Volleyball – begins the week of September 24 
 

7. Cross Country: Jen suggested that we use some of our budget to purchase Intermediate uniforms 
(we only have 8). This was put to a vote and unanimously passed.  

8. School Travel Planning Committee: This committee will encourage kids to walk to school and needs 
parent volunteers. A meeting will be announced.  

9. Parent Engagement: We will continue to set up our speaker series for the remaining meetings.   
10. Facebook page: We need someone to take over the Facebook page. Kerri volunteered to do so. 
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11. Fundraising: What worked & what didn’t work in 2016-2017: 
a. Identify goals for fundraising for 2017-2018 
b. Fall Donation Drive & EWaste Collection, Apple Drive—went well but one child took home 

a piece of valuable electronic equipment that only required the change of a battery. Also, 
there was a small problem with people taking pieces out of the donations to put into 
auction baskets—this is not the purpose that people who donate are anticipating. Also Jen 
took gifts of chocolate around to the neighbors to apologize for the construction—one 
asked “when is your junk day? I’m waiting to bring my donations.” Next time our promotion 
can perhaps include posters around the neighborhood as well as an advertisement in the 
Standard. Kerri put flyers in people’s mailboxes. Barb proposed Nov. 24 and 25 (Friday, 
Saturday) for the next drive. Note: Melissa is no longer a parent at Dalewood, and so we no 
longer have her trailer.  

c. Jen suggests adding a Rain Barrel fundraiser in the spring.  
d. Will we do Fundscrip again this year? Kerri offered to take this on again this year.  There has 

been some miscommunication in the past.  In order to make a lot of money, we need big 
orders. Purchases can be made online, but there is a fee to have the orders delivered.  We 
won’t make money if we don’t have big orders. Last year we made around $600 which 
seems sufficient to justify continuing this fundraiser. Jen noted that we should make it clear 
for what purpose(s) we are collecting the money. There is some ambivalence about 
fundscrip but consensus seems to be that we can do it again and make a bit of cash. Do it for 
a short period—must close Nov. 27 for us to get the cards before Christmas. SC vote on 
Fundscrip: Yes  

e. SC will do Dream Big/Cookie Dough again in mid October. There was some disagreement as 
to the quality of the cookie dough. It was stressed that no one is required to sell the cookie 
dough. Val suggested a reversal of thought—a wish list. Ask people what they want to see 
for fundraisers so that people feel more invested in the fundraising. It was pointed out that 
sometimes when people complain about not knowing what is going on, they may not have 
paid close attention to what had been communicated. Yet, they complain about not 
knowing so it continues to be useful to communicate. If we want our minutes to be shared 
with all parents, we can do that.  

f. This year teacher’s wish list is about technology.  
12. The council had an extensive discussion about levels of communication. Some would like more social 

media; however, this brings up complications as it requires additional resources. 
13. Jen suggested that the SC consider having the next replaced by our participation in the PIC 

conference in the month of October.  Next meeting would then be Nov. 28; however, consensus 
was that we need an October meeting outside of PIC. We will have the meeting as per normal, but 
anyone who attended PIC can report on their experience. 

14. We needed a motion to pay for insurance—the motion was made, votes taken. The motion to pay 
for insurance passed.  

15. Ideas for spring 2018: Fun Fair? Movie night? Pasta night? We will leave these questions for 
October. Suggestion: Trivia night to help buy Chrome Books (need four in each room). Will 
investigate about the cost of a cart of 25. How about a school dance? Mixed feelings about a 
primary level dance.  

16. Choose next meeting’s secretary—for October 24 meeting: Rebecca Hill 
17. Adjournment 


